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The Center for Preventive Action (CPA) seeks to help prevent, defuse, 
or resolve deadly conflicts around the world and to expand the body 
of knowledge on conflict prevention. It does so by creating a forum in 
which representatives of governments, international organizations, 
nongovernmental organizations, corporations, and civil society can 
gather to develop operational and timely strategies for promoting peace 
in specific conflict situations. The center focuses on conflicts in coun-
tries or regions that affect U.S. interests but may be otherwise over-
looked, where prevention appears possible, and when the resources 
of the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) can make a difference. The 
center does this by

Issuing Council Special Reports to evaluate and respond rapidly to  –
developing conflict situations and formulate timely, concrete policy 
recommendations that the U.S. government, international commu-
nity, and local actors can use to limit the potential for deadly violence.

Engaging the U.S. government and news media in conflict prevention  –
efforts. CPA staff and commission members meet with administra-
tion officials and members of Congress to brief on CPA’s findings 
and recommendations, facilitate contacts between U.S. officials and 
key local and external actors, and raise awareness among journalists 
of potential flashpoints around the globe.

Building networks with international organizations and institutions  –
to complement and leverage CFR’s established influence in the U.S. 
policy arena and increase the impact of CPA’s recommendations.

Providing a source of expertise on conflict prevention to include  –
research, case studies, and lessons learned from past conflicts that 
policymakers and private citizens can use to prevent or mitigate 
future deadly conflicts.

Mission Statement of the  
Center for Preventive Action
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