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China is not converging with the West and there is a distinct Chinese system. Social-
ly, the network of communities and work units is organically connected and overlap-
ping with the vertical and horizontal networks of bureaucracy. This is in sharp con-
trast to the West, where independent and self-organized civil societies contend for
resources through partisan politics. Politically, a unified and neutral governing group
under the principle of meritocracy leads a Minben democracy (Minbenism: the only
reason for the existence of a government is to serve the welfare and maintain the
harmony the entire society, or it will be rightly overthrown), with a division-of-labor
mechanism to prevent and correct mistakes. In the West, an electoral democracy of
contending parties forms a balance of power under the principle of majority, with an
independent judiciary to prevent instability. Economically, the Chinese system fea-
tures a guided market economy with two functionally differentiated sectors, a state
sector and a private sector, which are mutually supportive to avoid market failures.
In the West, it is essentially a market economy of free enterprises.
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